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Presentation outline

1. The role of cities in the European Union

2. Fostering sustainable urban development: The Unionôs tools 
and instruments 

3. Cities in challenging times ïreflections on selected topics 
(related to sustainability) 

4. Final remarks 
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The role of cities in the European Union: 

a distinct European settlement pattern

Å Few large agglomerations in Europe

Å A dense network of small and medium-sized towns

Å High quality of life and sustainable level of resource consumption
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The role of cities in the European Union: 
cities as drivers of economic growth and innovation

ÅCities are places of innovation, of education and of places 
where new things get started 

ÅThey have a central position in delivering on the renewed 
Lisbon and Gothenburg agendas

ÅAttractive European cities are a key to Europe that wants to 
position itself in the world 
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The role of cities in the European Union: 
vulnerability of cities and their potential to overcome cause 
of crisis

ÅSocial and economic problems more pronounced in cities 

ÅProblems related to social exclusion are on the rise

ÅEuropean cities must be able to provide good living conditions 
for all inhabitants as well as an attractive and supportive 
business environment
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Fostering sustainable urban development in the EU: 
policy tools and instruments 

1989-1999: Urban Pilot Projects

1994-2006: The URBAN Community Initiative:

ÅStrong local partnerships

Å Instruments for networking between cities

ÅSpecific emphasis on disadvantaged neighbourhoods and 
social inclusion
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Fostering sustainable urban development in the EU: 
policy tools and instruments 

The integrated approach to 
urban development
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Fostering sustainable urban development in the EU: 
policy tools and instruments

Mainstreaming of the urban dimension 2007-2013 ïresults of 
analysis of Operational Programmes:

ÅUrban actions part of Regional and National Operational 
Programmes and no longer expressed through a single 
Community Initiative 

ÅAll cities now eligible for support

ÅStill scope for a stronger role for cities

ÅToo early to see the full effects on the ground 
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Fostering sustainable urban development in the EU: 
policy tools and instruments

Networking and exchange:

ÅURBACT ïnetworking and exchange of knowledge

ÅRegions for Economic Change
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URBACT ïnetworking and 
exchange of knowledge

URBACT II projects

Thematic networks

Working groups
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Fostering sustainable urban development in the EU: 
policy tools and instruments

Monitoring and knowledge acquirement:

ÅUrban Audit ïindicators covering the cities of Europe 

ÅUrban Atlas ïdigital maps and data and on land use dynamics
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Urban Audit

Example: education

Cities and especially capitals 

and large cities attract a high 

share of highly educated 

residents


