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ABSTRACT

At the end of the 60’s the so called Urban Socialvbments were groups that
coming from different locally rooted entities orsasiations, asked for new
approaches to planning that meant taking care @blp&s needs and memories.
Thus, against a planning that went over everylsitigng, considering every
place as tabula rasd with no inhabitants the urban social movementketh
about the real people, life in the neighborhootig, tecognition of different
ways of life and the need to design and plan cemsid all of these.

As a result of the experience that came from thedge=d division of work,
duties and spaces women had a deep and broad kiymvief the urban
circumstances. At the very beginning of the Urbawci@ Movements in
Barcelona we could find women’s meetings where tlasked for better
condition of living, claiming for better and safpublic spaces, more public
facilities for daily life and better public trangpoall of these with the aim to
allow everyone, but specially women, to conciliapedblic, personal and family
life.

Key words: Social movements. Gender. Urban renewRdrticipation.
Feminism.

INTRODUCTION

In the late 1960s new agents began appearing owdstern urban scene who

would play different roles from those of the powtrat be, giving new meaning
to the processes of urban renewal and development.
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These new agents came to be known as Urban Soowéikents, and arose in
an effort to solve urban problems caused by adwhncapitalism’'s
contradictions (Martinez, 1998) in cities and tlegative results of application
of urban proposals of the Modern Movement's avaugg® The unyielding
zonification they proposed ended up destroying régdevalues of cities as a
place for meeting and for communication, disconingcand destroying basic
activities that traditionally had maintained tharispf the city as a place for
exchange and encounters, interrupting its histbcgatinuity.

Urban Social Movements demanded new approachetytplanning that meant
taking people and their needs and imaginaries actmunt. Thus, rather than
planning that was implemented taking everything tgbula rasa Urban Social
Movements, in contact with people’s reality, progsmproving their lives and
their relationships with the neighborhood. Theydhbt for urbanism to propose
a series of spaces, facilities and services thatldvoot only satisfy citizens’
needs, but also enhance their living experiencecamimunication. Although
USMs are different in each country, what they shareghat they are the
expression of the citizenry’s will to be involved the creation and construction
of their own urban space (Domingo-Bonet, 1998).

One of the most significant thinkers of urbanisnothbfrom the technical
standpoint and in Urban Social Movement struggkesane Jacobs, who in the
late 1950s launched her own battle against thenurbaewal proposed by New
York’s planning chief, Robert Moses. In her bodke Death and Life of Great
American Citieq1961), she argues for new urban planning priesiglifferent
from those taught in architecture schools, basetlarexperience as a woman
in the city and its immediate surroundings. Th#hauadvocates a new method
of urban research based on constantly thinking taktouctures in movement, in
processes underway; on working inductively, reaspnirom particular to
general;, and on looking for unique indications ans, different from the
generality.

Jane Jacobs talks about the importance of seconitgity streets, about the
components characterizing successful public spatss)t urban regeneration,
everyday life and day-to-day activities in the idaigrhood. She defends urban
diversity vis-a-vis global, uniform planning, vahg high-density, mixed-use

urban fabrics, from the danger implied by singleefion interventions focusing

on infrastructure. To achieve these objectives sheposed community

participation, thereby trusting individual capaesti as a tool against the
devastating impact of urban developers and theparate clients.



In her view, cities are complex emerging systenat @ire the result of the
unplanned actions of individuals and small groupkere local knowledge is

neighborhood in the 60’s (Photo Nash, 2007)

Urban Social Movements arose in Barcelona in ttee1860s in response to the
needs of certain neighborhoods. These movements pvenarily vehicularized
through neighborhood associations. In Spain urder Franco dictatorship
neighborhood associations played a political roleemvpolitical party activity
was still prohibited. The Associations Law was ggak in 1964, permitting
legalization of existing associations working fomprovements in neighborhood
living conditions. As of the 1980s, with the demaitc governments, certain
tools were generated for participation between athtnations and
neighborhood associations, which even today atk issiufficient. Despite
institutionalization and recognition of participati and democratization
processes in political decision-making, the claohgrassroots urban struggles
continue to exist, insofar as reality’'s changingeds are grasped based on
experience.

Women'’s participation in neighborhood associatiores very important, not
only because it implied support and cohesivenessmen’s work, but also
because they organized independently to demandaircemeighborhood
conditions that would resolve their specific needs those responsible for
reproduction and as women. This participation \weepped up particularly
following the public appearance of their own ferstnmovement, full of
reasons, claims and hope, denouncing gender ingqgaadl forcefully aiming at
the political goal of equity.



As a consequence of a gender-based division of |ammmen for the most part
dealt with reproductive tasksyhich provided them with a different, profound
and broad knowledge of urban wants. Women weremnles who most intensely
suffered the neighborhood’s shortcomings, and hémeenes most interested in
seeing the problems resolved.

URBAN CONFLICTS AS VIEWED BY WOMEN.

In the 1970s working-class women endured dual miseation. On the one had
they belonged to a marginated and exploited sates, and on the other, as
women, there were excluded and marginated in tbepgr they belonged to
themselves. Gender inequality was articulatech@dublic-private dichotomy,
also supported by capitalism and patriarchy, whatitually reinforced one
another. These women were relegated to the prigpce, as persons
exclusively responsible for reproductive taskshalgh many of them also
worked in the productive sphere. Women'’s reprodectvork was invisibilized,
since as it was not remunerated it did not fallhwitthe system of values of
capitalist production and, moreover, they were dzhirom the political sphere.
The exclusion suffered by women during the dictigr implied a setback in
their situation as a collective, and they lost spat terms of power and
decision-making.

Everyday life of women in the neighborhoods. (pkditom the magazin¥indicacion feministan® 22 and from
the magazinéa veu del carren® 21: ‘La ciutat i les doneg’.

During those years, the oppression of women wasifesinn the family, in
society, in education, in work, and in sexuality.

Dolores Hayden (Hayden, 1981fxplained the relationship between the
situation of women relegated to domestic chores amhn planning. The



author criticizes the idea that “woman’s placenighe home” as a principle of
architectural design and urban planning. Dwelljngmighborhoods and cities
were designed for women confined to their homes tms limited them
physically, socially and economically. When in @ideh to reproductive tasks
women have to deal with productive work the frustres are accentuated. In
the author’s view a solution must be found for lingtations and difficulties
women encounter both in the private and the pubpberes, given that
conventional households were not appropriate fomam who cared for their
families and were also employed. One of the problémplied by living in an
outlying neighborhood was the scarcity of sharelipispaces, stores, daycare,
and laundry services. As remedy Hayden proposeskatg the traditional
division between public and private space, in aoidito linking housing and
workplaces in proximity, so as to avoid long comasut

Manuel Castells (Castells, 1975) refers to the mirpeoblem as a series of
everyday acts and situations whose performancdeatdres closely depend on
general social organization. Those urban problemiside the case of women
as a specific social group. They are the women wanot to leave the private
sphere but who do not make it, or who find it velifficult because of the

impediments they encounter in the city, which ideuhe lack of services as
well as hours not suited to their needs. The autbfers specifically to the

phalocratic cultural model, which keeps women amép submitted, and

isolated.

The theoretical debates were endorsed by womenviedan USMs, since in

fulfilling the assigned role of dealing with repradive shores, it was women
who suffered the inconveniences and deficiencieshef physical support in
which those chores had to be performed, i.e., dvgsland neighborhoods. A
1970 study in Barcelona’s Besos neighborffotal determine the number of
daycare centers that were needed (Matas Pericd)) ®idnd that 22% of

women worked outside the home, and 50% worked chaxge for a salary
within their own homes. In general there were olective or social services
allowing women to rid themselves of some of theproductive obligations in

order to be able to take on remunerated work.

The specific problems of women in the neighborhetadted coming to light,

making it clear that they needed to have their owganization to denounce the
problems they face and demand solutions that wtakd them into account.
Otherwise women would continue to bear the brunhefsituation.

ORGANIZATION AND PARTICIPATIONY



Studies and theoretical contributions on USMs harequently neglected to
reflect women’s participation and the gender pespe. USMs act in the
political and public sphere from which women hav&drically been excluded
and, thus, their participation in them has alwagsrbmore difficult.

Yet women have always participated in USMs and haften led them,
although their roles as promoters of social chdmmee received little attention.
There has been acceptance of the hegemonic discthatssays that women are
politically passive and submissive, even when taistradicts reality, and their
work has often been presented as complementanydtduactional for the work
of men within the movement.

It is not that women do not do important things, instead that what women do
IS not considered important.

Women protesting in Barcelona City Hall agnst bish in Collserola_ hill photo Nash, 007.Woman
demanding better public spaces (Photo magazineeladel carrer n°® 21) and women group demostratig fo
better houses.

To rewrite the history of USMs from a gender pecsppe we would have to

invert the scale of values where significance reenlrelated to the male world,
to now give importance to the female world, thadgar to women, with other
systems of value, relationships and internal ddtcan. A much more horizontal

world, without hierarchies, supportive, collectivad communitarian; a world
of alliances, a world of networks.

M. Pau Trayner i Vilanova studied the organizatidrwomen within USMSs in
Can Serra de I'Hospitalet (Trayner i Vilanova, 199% this study the author
underscores that the organization of women witlgigimborhood associations is
different from that of men, since women, in addhtto fighting for cohesion and
improvement of the neighborhood, have to fight g@rsonal emancipation,
bringing other factors into the mix. Women are etiéel both by the



sociopolitical context (class and ideology) andthg role assigned to them by
society (reproductive work).

Moreover, women’'s participation in urban struggéevery much marked by
their educational level. The first women to join pablic life through urban
struggle were driven by overwhelming needs, and #if€orts came from the
household for the household. They were claims rsgaising food prices,
against polluting factories in the neighborhoo@jrok for decent housing and a
neighborhood in better conditions.

“Going out into the street to confront real estagw@lopers, the municipalities,
and technical experts made them see the outside spa different way and led
them to reconceive reality with respect to that rmwlic sphere”(Trayner i
Vilanova, 1997).

The evolution of the urban activism of these wortezhto attempts to resolve
problems collectively, by men and women neighbdks.results were obtained,
women gained confidence and became involved in mctigities and struggles.
Their participation in neighborhood associationsswiacreasingly active.
Women thus became social and political agents.rTmest important claims
included demands for schools, daycare centers, &ofjlools, and also adult
education. More and more women became membergeffpassociations. At a
second stage women understood the importance iofabva training and began
attending adult education centers. This is thatpwhere an awareness of class
and of gender was born.

Women for the first time saw the possibility of theconomic emancipation
through remunerated work. For this, they askednhmicipality to create a
women’s employment plan and to provide supporjdbrcreation. A women'’s
group created a childcare cooperative.

Finally, women’s groups became independent from theighborhood
associations and organized as “women’s groups” thigir own bylaws, which
would establish contact with a broader network ofmen.

In this study M. Pau Trayner i Vilanova identifiegrtain features that are
characteristic of women'’s struggles:

a) The ways in which women act in mobilizationddal behavior patterns in
line with values assigned to the female gendeiepeg, resistance, insistence,
etc.



b) Their forms of struggle are clearly nonaggressicharacterized by
nonprovocation and passivity.

c) They bring entertainment and festive elementsth@r protests. This
strengthens solidarity, the collective spirit, anfikeling of community.

The study also reveals new forms of organizatiomomen’s groups:

a) Organization of women in more informal structuaed without strict rules as
to membership and operation. An example of thita women would help in
activities of other groups within the neighborhoadsociations, without
necessarily belonging to them.

b) In women’s groups the public-private and indiaticollective dichotomies
are less patent than in traditional social andtipaliorganizations.

c¢) Communication and participation are more direEtecisions are normally
adopted by consensus and mutual agreement, ratnentajority vote.

d) Women'’s patrticipation in specific urban demaiesds to a change in the
social relationships of the demanding group, soeeder awareness is added to
class consciousness.

This process of moving from the specific demangadbtical participation with
class and gender awareness is the evolutionamgrpatte find in other women’s
groups on the city’s fringes.

Since in Barcelona USMs were vehicularized esplgciafough neighborhood
associations, such associations were the firstetedught out by women who
wanted to organized to deal with urban conflict.

Internal organization of neighborhood associatioegolves around smaller
thematic or territorial groups, which allows for raodirect treatment of the
different issues and greater closeness to thetaffqmpulation, deepening the
process of democratization and facilitating paotion. The venues were the
working groups where there was collective debata @pecific issue (housing,
urbanism, sanitation, etc.) or a specific grouprfwa, the elderly, persons with
disabilities, etc.).

Feminist theories would accompany development ajhtmrhood and urban
demands of women. It was as of 1975, declaredhbyUN as International



Women'’s Year, that feminist women in Spain beganmeet and establish
contacts that led to proposing alternatives toctfievents that the government
and the female section of the movement soughtdaroze as sole interlocutors
and representatives of women'’s interests. Femgnstips organized the First
Workshop for Women'’s Liberation in Madrid from Deaeer 6 to 8. In March
1976 the First Catalan Women’s Workshop was held@ancelona, bringing
together some three thousand persons representingenvfrom all of Spain.
Both in Madrid in 1975 and in Barcelona in 1976 afethe core sessions
addressed the problems of women in their neighloatbio

First Catalan Women’s'Workshop held in Barcelonaversity main hall. (Photos Pilar Aymerich from the
exhibition catalogueMemoria d"un temp}

Representatives of 18 women’s groups from Neightaih Associations
participated in the Barcelona Workshop. One of ghesentations focused on
women and neighborhoods, underscoring two imporssuies:

- poor neighborhood living conditions most affeabmen, since they are the
ones who spend most time and do most chores there;

- the problem of citizen participation is more sas in women because they are
in a position of inferiority, due to the oppresstonwhich they are subjected and
their exclusion from public space, with respeatnien.

Proposals to deal with this situation included:

- Inclusion of women in work, so they have econonmdependence and
equality within the family. That is, the importan®f women’s economic
emancipation was highlighted. During the Francgime, women had no
freedom to work and depended on parents or huskianasthorize them to do
so. To achieve emancipation it was importantaitectivize domestic services



(laundries, dining halls, etc.), create free so@alvices (daycare centers,
schools, adult education centers), and ensure goothility within the
neighborhood and between the neighborhood ancetitef the city.

- Incorporation of women in political life, in ordéo represent women and be
represented as women. For this it was importantréate adult education
venues and family planning centers. That is, itswaportant to ensure
women’s education, and knowledge and rights oveir thwn bodies and birth
control.

- Creation of women’s subgroups within neighborhaassociations and of
women’s organizations to advocate specificallyonreection with the problems
they suffer in the neighborhood. Unequal situatiorere seen, for example, in
the fact that women would go to street mobilizaticen mass, while men
worked. But when meetings were held to direct #teiggle they were
scheduled in the evening, when women were in themes fulfilling their
duties as housewives and caretakers, and thus woeldassumed to be
represented by their husbands.

The struggle of women within the neighborhood moeetms not uniform, and
comes from various, different positions, as evi@ehio the responses to the talk
on “Women and Neighborhood”:

- Some women felt that both the struggles and tharozation should be shared,
and did not see the need for women’s representgteps.

- Others, like the women from the Sagrada Famiéagimborhood association,
understood that the problems and needs of the In@igbods affected men and
women in the same way, and thus claims should Geedhand that leaving the
solution of these problems to women’s groups woeidforce society’'s male

dominance. These women found that women'’s groupsldlserve exclusively

feminist claims. The women’s group of the Vila @acia neighborhood

association shared this view, and felt it was monportant to first solve

women’s specific problems of discrimination befandanistic matters. “(...)

Although we are not indifferent to urbanistic issuéhey do not affect us as
directly as the discrimination we suffer in todayssciety, and hence our
projection in the neighborhood has to be basedurspecific problems (...).”

- Others preferred the idea of obtaining women’sr@pace at the public and
social level independently from neighborhood assams, and from there
create a space for work and thinking specificadiyviiomen.



Although the debate does not reflect a unified pertve, it is evident that the
urban question is not neutral and affects womefemdifntly. For that reasons,
the magazine/indicaciéon feministabegan publishing a new section as of its
October 4, 1976 edition, called “Women in neighloardis,” attempting to
present as faithfully as possible the conditions in whicntreds of thousands
of women live in neighborhoods, the kinds of opgicesthey face there, and
their brutally or subtly discriminatory reality(Pineda, 1976).
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In December 1979 the First Assembly of CataloniangNborhood Associations
was held in Manresa. At the meeting a presentatias made by the women'’s
group of the Prosperitat (Nou Barris) neighborhasdociation titled “Women
and the citizen’s movement.” (FAVB, 1979)

It had the participation of ninety-nine women andotmen from fifty
neighborhood associations, fourteen of which hadn&gs subgroups. It
reflected the importance of women’s active paratign in neighborhood
association life, noting that:

- Despite the fact that women'’s lives take pladenarily in the neighborhood
they are confined to given their status as womlea,citizens’ movement does
include their need to combat this situation.

- The number of women active in neighborhood assioris is very low, yet
many women are involved in the events and spesifitggles that arise in the
citizens’ movement.



- Lack of women’s participation on the one handdens the inclusion of their
specific claims, and on the other accounts foldhk of visibility and projection
of those problems.

- Participation of women’s groups should be reioéat in neighborhood
associations and the citizens’ movement in geneiidglh, incorporation of their
specific grievances.

- It is important to maintain and foster the ralaghip between women’s groups
and the autonomous Women’s Movement.

The start of women’s subgroups was a time of tessieonfrontations and
crises within the associations. It was also a toheloubt, of the women'’s
movement itself, which needed to affirm and streagtitself.

A significant example of those tensions was theasspn of women from the
San Andreu neighborhood association in 1978. Huse of this decision was
that the association opposed the women'’s subgrarganizing for themselves
a series of informative talks on different candedatpolitical options and voting
mechanisms for the first general elections in JL®&7. They were Spain’s first
democratic elections after the dictatorship, andnew wanted to be informed.
(Soria, 1978). Historically the role of the Sandéeu women had been relevant
in political and social struggles. For examplep tyears earlier, in 1976, 300
neighborhood women and their children had lockesimgelves in the Sant
Andreu del Palomar church for twenty-eight daysupport 1,800 Motor Ibérica
workers in their labor claims. The media underedothat the organization
among the women was perfect. More important $tH,many of these women
the experience marked a changing point in theisqgraal and political lives,
where they acquired awareness of the power of agaon and of their ability
to change the course of events. (Roig-Luzan, 1976)



Women and children Turing the closing at the ChulehSant Andreu del Palomar.
Triunfo n° 711)
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For that reason the neighborhood association mesfissal to accept their
information needs led them to declare independesrog, 150 members created
the women'’s association known as Casal de la Dona.

GENERATING THE CITY"

Beyond the different positions toward feminism takkby women, gender
grievances imply speaking from the experience efdity and neighborhoods
beyond oneself, and having made it possible ton&b» reproduction and
production times (not to mention own time) desfhie difficulties posed by the
physical surroundings. The female experience, d¢adny, can unfortunately
not be de-linked from imposed roles, since, as thgly that a woman’s place
is the private sphere and a man’s place the publkcgdecisions made about the
latter are informed by an exclusive experiencecWig by no means universal.

Improvement of the democratic city owes much touamds of anonymous
women who defended and claimed their rights.

The right to the city, which can be understood raosiy and philosophically,
has a first level that is evidently material, affimg women the same
opportunities of choice as men. Hence the chafteghts can be materialized
in a series of services and facilities for whichighborhood women have
struggled, and continue to struggle.

Among the most important claims made over thesesykave been those for
collective services, particularly childcare centéos all neighborhoods and with
sufficient space for all children. They should als® free and have flexible
hours. It was a matter of creating services thatuldvomake women’s

remunerated and reproductive work compatible, soreation of care centers



for children was essential for women’s emancipati@omen would have an
expanding role in parent associations, dealingomb¢ with issues of teaching
and education, but also political matters. Durimgse years many women would
opt for teaching as a profession.

| ! SOLIDARIT
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Children and women demonstrating for publicané ﬁhildcare centres. (photos magaszielo n° 68)

In 1974 women’s groups from the Carmel neighborheatled for public
daycare centers. A survey conducted in April ofttlygaar among fifty
neighborhood women between the ages of 18 and 8&ssthat 60% of the
women interviewed did not hold remunerated jobsabse they did not know
where to leave their children, and 40% worked oletgheir homes, leaving
children with a relative or neighbor. In March 19%& claims continued, calling
for adjustment of daycare center hours to mothieosirs, but since they went
unheard, women created their own support netwdrkey created the Carestia
group, which provided a meeting point where womanaddition to receiving
training in workshops organized there, could ledkeir children with its
childcare service (Segura, 2007). It was a mattereating inclusive spaces to
cover and compensate for the services that puldoirastrations failed to
provide. At the same time these women raised clamtwonnection with their
right to quality public education.

The claims for daycare centers were repeated irthallneighborhoods, and
where centers existed, like in the Sants-Montjussgghborhood (1976), the
demand was for the municipality to take chargehef daycare centers and for
them to be free. Free service, along with extenumas, was a demand that
arose time and again (Segura, 2001).

An initial attempt at organizing claims for freeulglic, high quality daycare
centers, which continue to date, was made by thgcéva Coordinating
Committee (1973) that brought together thirteervgid nonprofit daycare
centers, supported by the la Rosa Sensat Teaclsmaciation, the Pediatric
Association, the Federation of Parents Associati@ml the Federation of
Neighborhood Associations of Barcelona. Neverg®lén 1976 negotiations



with the municipality broke down after two yearsvadrk in which the drafting
of a white book for daycare centers had been acksimgpl. Daycare centers
were to enhance children’s development, and wese aécessary for working
mothers and to compensate for the deficienciesvingl conditions, working
hours, small apartments, lack of green areas, €he collapse of negotiations
put an end to years of effort in favor of mothemad children’s right to free,
public and democratic day care. The reaction Wwas$ thildren, parents and
educators from fourteen daycare centers from @iffer Barcelona
neighborhoods held a sit-down over ten days. A wit@ight hundred persons
called for free, public, democratic daycare centefhiey received the support
and solidarity of over forty neighborhood assooiasi and entities (Luzan,
1976).

Cartoon Frame showing the existing problem of thlelip school.
Mothers, professors an students from the schoailirdana demonstrating for a new public schoolaitS
Jaume Square. (photo Segura, 2007)

Given the ineffectiveness of public administratiossciety organized to solve
different problems, for example, by creating schmmmperatives of parents, who
financed and managed them, and decided on the diymlucation children

would have. School cooperatives were nonprofitiestwhere decisions were
adopted by meetings of members. In Montbau (HGuaxardd) a group of

parents created a school cooperative that latez gae to the Baloo school on
municipal land. The inception of the Montbau sdhumoperative goes back to
1966-67 (Segura, 2007). As a member of CEPERGbined the public school

network during the 1987-88 school year, therebyeatiig one of its objectives:

public, quality education for all. The school deeld itself to be Catalan,
secular and pluralist, nonsexist and diversityussie. This school cooperative
vehicle providing progressive education that oweret as a result of citizens’
demands, would become part of the public educatietwork, was seen

repeatedly.



Adult education institutions have been an essedeatand for working classes
and especially for women, as fundamental venuesrgrowerment of women,
where they meet in order to be educated, and wiaele aided them in leaving
private life and joining public life. They havedrespaces for relating, inclusion
and participation that were very important for woamen 1978 the women of
the La Taxonera neighborhood got an audience with Rresident of the
Generalitat of Catalonia to call for an adult edigea center, teachers and
quality facilities, and ultimately obtained a neghsol.

Women from Taxonera neighborhood in a meeting with President of Catalonia, Jordi Pujol. (Foto $agu
2007)

A demonstration of the need for adult educatiaiésfact that the Sant Marti de
Provencals neighborhood school for adults, called dy the neighborhood

association, went from twenty students in 1978 tbaaisand students in 1983,
despite the municipality’s noncollaboration in abiag an appropriate building.

Occupations of public space claiming improvementadult education facilities

were a constant over three decades, from the 1@7@sgh the 1990s. (Segura,
2002).

Urban Social Movements changed the map of educdtifatilities (daycare
centers, schools, adult education facilities) bamedheir claims and their self-
management to reach outlying, working class neididimds where public
action had not paid attention for decades.

USM grievances extend to all the public servicesessary for a decent life, and
hence their claims also include neighborhood heagtiters for care as well as
health guidance. They have called for more preventiedicine, an educational



function of the medical corps, and primary careteeneasily reachable on foot
or by public transport in all neighborhoods. Thexmity of these services is
essential for women, as the traditional family takers. Claims of this sort
continued in 1994 in Cap d’Horta, where in additioncreation of a center,
demands were voiced for stepping up public trartsad improving the streets
to reach the site. (Segura, 2007)

The struggle for decent housing was also markedth®y participation of
neighborhood women. One of the most important &fferas undertaken by
women from Besoés in 1977 because of the poor mgldjuality of the 5,000
public housing dwellings built by the Municipal Honog Council. This
grievance led to the women'’s sixteen-day sit-dowiih@ Council. (Goicoechea,
1977)

Neighbourg meeting and women'’s sit-in at the PattoiMunicipal de la Vivienda, en el Besos.
(Photo from magazine Vindicacion feminista n® 13)

The Bar0 de Viver de Sant Andreu (Secretaria TRaica) neighborhood

association mobilized from 1975 to 1988 to claimetd housing, public spaces,
adjustment of housing prices, and housing financidgmanding citizens’

participation in the design of public spaces anagshy. (Segura, 2001, b).

The housing claims extended to the quality of neaghood public spaces, and
frequently involved participation in design process At a workshop, women
from the Sants-Montjuic district stressed the ini@ace of diversity in housing
in terms of dimensions, compartments and distroutof domestic space.
(Segura, 2001)



Movement of women within the neighborhood and alétst is conditioned both
by domestic chores and by family caretaking, thik lbfiwhich has rested with
them. These chores involve polygonal routes, &trde hours, throughout the
territory, which means that they are the ones maffstcted by long distances,
precarious public transport, and poor quality pubpaces. Mobility conditioned
access to the job market and to the goods andcssraif the city. All of these
disadvantages led women to call for quality, effitj public transport that
would service women’s long hours, and the firstegginces were raised in
Besos, in 1969. It was a constant battle thansitied in 1991 when the non-
standard women'’s group claimed that their physiesdbilities should not be a
reason for exclusion. At the™1Barcelona Women’s Congress in 1999 the
women of Horta Guinardo called for better connetwtibetween neighborhoods.

Although public space grievances have been intedgviwith other claims,
women also raise them in a specific way. In thestoiction of mass housing
complexes in the 1950s through 1970s the qualifyubiic space was not taken
into account. As a result, defense of quality puldpaces, appropriate as
meeting and play areas, also became the subjetaiofs. The first grievances
called for basic actions for lighting and pavemenprovement. Many of the
city's parks and squares owe their origin to demsamy Urban Social
Movements who struggled to recoup these spaces farking lots and
speculative housing developmentThe women of Sant Marti have constructed
a city. Thanks to their participation in social w&nents and the occupation of
public spaces, they have questioned the role thiated them to the domestic
space.” These were the words of the president of the B&mti neighborhood
association, Manuel Martinez, who highlighted tloéerof women upon the
association’s 2Banniversary (Segura, 2002).

Some of these efforts have been embodied by pktiowdividuals, such as the
neighborhood leader M. Angels Rivas Urefia (19356)9%he was the driving
force behind the struggles for a decent life in herghborhood, Guineueta
Vella, and through a variety of actions manage#idep alive a neighborhood
that was destined to disappear, and its inhabitotsy with it, and to improve
living conditions for everyone on all fronts. Néwusing, facilities and quality,
safe public spaces were the main achievements. wakehe president of her
neighborhood association in 1973, and then fordistrict in 1975, and an
active militant of the PSUC (Unified Catalan SosaParty) until 1977. She
was an activist in the feminist cause and partieigpan the Catalan Women'’s
Seminar in 1976.



CONCLUSIONS.

The relationship between women’s activism and UrBanial Movements has
been conflictive from the outset. Urban Social Mioents often assume a
bourgeois position of segregating women from spghefg@ower.

There have always been women who have tried tgyleminist claims into
movements, such as Federica Montseny in the Catatanchist movement,
Flora Tristan in the French socialist movement, @ara Zetkin in the
communist movemenit. Yet they were never priority grievances for moeain
leaders. They seemed to feel that giving thermtaoh attention would weaken
the priority objectives, and that once the priedgtihad been met, the others,
those of women, would fall into place.

Cartoon criticizing men that belongs to the leftv@ment because they were indifferent to womenstsig

Feminist claims as of the 1970s focused on thetfadtbeing a male citizen is
not the same as being a female citizen, insofar @ses not provide access to
spheres of power on equal terms. Hence they fdcase questioning the

separation between public and private, and on giinening other ways of
viewing the world, different from the patriarchaeblogy (Alfama and Miro,

2005).

For urban planning it is important to take away tlesson that a good
neighborhood, a good city, cannot be planned ifaileo take into account the
knowledge afforded by women’s experience. Andaalgh over thirty years
have gone by from the time of the experiences edldtere, the burden of
responsibility linked to gender roles continues e totally unequal, and
according to Spain 2007 statistics, it is we womdro perform nearly 70% of
reproductive work. Urban forms condition opportiestfor equality, and the
segregated and disperse growth of urban develognmetite closing decades of



the 2¢" century reinforce the division deriving from gendeles and the
patriarchal hierarchy structure.

A first, evident, conclusion is that the improverngm cities and in Barcelona
in particular during the last quarter of the"2@ntury derive from claims and
urban projects conceived and defended from th@ivotp.

As a second conclusion, it has been demonstratgdutban experience is not
neutral. Hence the experience of women, both derdiitly-sexed beings and
because of assigned gender roles, reveals othéundyi®ns and needs from
those seen from men’s perspective. Consequenthyaremg the visibility of
women’s contributions to the city constitutes atdebour predecessors, as well
as a necessary revision in order to build equitabtgeties.

2- Personal note by Tania Magro: In studying festitheory | began finding the answers to this pérthe
paper. | did not understand the gender perspettivebanism until | understood that women areedéht and
that we have different needs, and that this dit\esdiould be reflected in urbanism so that the city serve us
all equitably. These differences have to do abdVevdh gender, i.e., they are differences derivifrgm
culturally and socially established roles that pl#te female sex in a position of inferiority.
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' Tasks making possible the natural, physical amthbdevelopment of persons, as the basis for bk
tasks.

" Based on the conference “Planning and DesigniNgraSexist Society,” held at the University of Gatiia,
Los Angeles, April 21, 1979.

" El Besos is a traditional worker and industrisgghborhood of Barcelona. In the 1970s it was @ndhtskirts
of the city.

Y The concept of empowerment with a dual dimensjipeared as of the 1995 Beijing Declaration, afFiwrth
World Conference on Women. On the one hand, @tlired awareness of the individual and collectiver@io
held by women. And on the other, a political disien, insofar as women seek to be present in dggisi
making places, i.e., exercising power.

¥ Vindicacion feministavas a magazine published between 1976 and 197@ésaa platform for
dissemination of claims by the Feminist Movemer®pain.

"'In the view of Deleuze (LARRAURI, 2000) the logitlife is not the logic of being but of becomingvhat is
important is that which passes, which is gone thhpwhich changes. This gives rise to the conoépt
“generating,” the power to generate the city.slaiso a play on words with “género,” i.e., “geriderthe
Spanish language.

vii Col-lectiu d 'Escoles per I'Escola Publica Cata (Collective of Schools for Catalan Public Eation) was
an organization created in 1978 by some eightydstestablished during the Franco regime as parents
cooperatives as of the late 1960s, in connectitih thie Rosa Sensat Teachers Association. Stantih§79
they asked the Generalitat of Catalonia to joingthielic school network. This was done between 1888
1988.

Vil Eva Alfama i Neus Mir6, 2005. Pg.19.



