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Abstract 
 
With approximately 17 million inhabitants in its metropolitan area, São Paulo is 
a megacity in wich many of the issues that afflict the contemporary architecture 
and urbanism are experienced. The variety of agents, part of the city’s 
organization and growth, points to the need of methodologies and activities that 
incorporate the diversity of urban problems to the projective and operational 
practices. This research examines architectures that operate within the limits 
between the formal expression and its urban condition. The case-study is the 
well-known housing building called São Vito, located near 25 de Março Street, 
one of the most popular areas of trade in Latin America. The São Vito building, 
now empty, was considered one of the largest vertical tenement housing in LA. 
Built in 1959, it was occupied by 2,400 peoplein its 28 floors and 600 
apartments of approximately 30m2. Today it is extremely deteriorated, and its 
destiny is controversial since the 1970s, mainly by the impasse between being 
demolished or being transformed in social housing. In the conflict between 
machines de guerre and appareil de capture that defines this region, one can 
identify the need for other forms of working the discipline - far from the 
formality that characterized the Brazilian modern architecture, or even that 
characterizes many of the most emblematic international examples.. The 
objective of this reserach is to reveal strategies and urban public policies that 
consider the symbolic value of their shares in singular contexts of megacities 
such as São Paulo, where the social inequality and urban violence should affirm 
an architecture and urbanism of great theoretical complexity and originality. 
 
Keywords:  Housing in Central Areas, Sustainability, Megacities, Social 
Housing, Brazil. 
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1 Introduction 
 

 
Image01. Font: httpthomaslockehobbs.com2005banespa.html 

 
The rehabilitation of town centers, especially of the large cities, is a theme 
which has been widely discussed in recent decades - if the royal city was an 
obstacle to modernist planning ideas, today it has become a fundamental 
instrument to the post-industrial (or post-modern) urban strategies. The 
historically woven tissue, in both a physical and social sense, widens the data of 
a previously simplified equation. In terms of contemporary cities, there is no 
longer any urban form or landscape isolated from their representations in time. 
However, by what one can observe in some examples presented in this article, 
this does not seem to be a recurring formulation in the current architectural 
production for the urban centers of São Paulo. 
  
In Brazil, although the issue related to the “revitalization” of city centers has 
been present since the 1960s (witness: text by Regina Meyer and Marta G.), the 
discussion gained intensity and exposure in the early 1980s, influenced by 
European ideas and revised by local priorities (Vargas, Castilho, 2006).  In the 
case of Brazil, it is worth recalling that there are very few sites where town 
planning refers to a past of a "designed city" in the shape of the great 19th 
century interventions. Brazilian cities, formed in the colonial era, have grown 
(and still grow) overlapped by economic and production cycles which redesign 
their territory at the pace and in keeping with the aims of the capital. This is a 
similar situation to that of other emerging countries, such as China and India, 
where the ideal of controlled planning gives way to the predatory rationale of 
the economies on the fringe of the “central countries”. Due to the current 
dimensions of its megacities, China, India and Brazil have even become the 
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focus of a global issue, as the urban and architectonic decisions of these mega 
human-agglomerations can influence global environmental matters (Larsson, 
2006).  
 
Based on the perception of the degradation of the city centers and the structural 
opportunities encountered therein, numerous projects have been carried out in 
cities such as Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre and Salvador; with a focus on aspects 
like tourism, cultural facilities and historical heritage. Likewise, in São Paulo, 
public policies and intervention plans are made for the historical center, in the 
most part geared towards adding value to "monumental" and public use 
buildings, such as the concert hall, theaters, cultural centers, squares, etc. In the 
1990s, the idea of a “monument center” – sheltered by national and international 
theoretical bases - clashes with more extensive aspirations in terms of the 
direction and form of intervening in historical sites.  In this regard, representing 
more than a quest to rescue or maintain the design of an historical era, there 
would be a focus on the (re)construction of a new sense to the social geography 
of the location, in view of the specific features and wealth of these urban sites so 
dear to the local population. Drawing from this proposition of centrality, public 
policies are thus developed to encourage housing in central regions, especially 
Social Housing (HIS).  
 
The current landscape of São Paulo city center, following decades of 
abandonment, is a reflection of the deadlock between its monumentalization 
(which is highly beneficial to the interests of the local real estate market) and the 
hypotheses which value its cultural and social diversity – as an alternative 
example to the segregating ghettos in full flourish in the suburbs.  
 
This article, as well as presenting some of the features of the latest public 
policies for downtown São Paulo, seeks to stimulate critical debate regarding the 
recent architectural work executed in the city center of São Paulo - a practice 
which is still just beginning in the context of Brazil, but is essential to improving 
the relations between public policies, architectural design and the urban 
landscape.  
 
2 Reurbanisation of Urban Centres  
 

The rehabilitation of urban centres, principally those of big cities, has been a 
widely discussed subject in the last few decades – if the real city used to be a 
constraint on modernising ideals of planning, it is today a fundamental 
instrument in post-industrial (or post-modern) urban strategies.  The historically, 
physically and socially constituted network augments the data of a formerly 
simplified equation.  In the understanding of contemporary cities an urban form 
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or urban landscape isolated from its representations in time no longer exists. 
Moreover, the optimisation of the existing urban infrastructure and the incentive 
for the configuration of more compact and efficient cities, are fundamental 
instruments in the sustainable development of today’s cities, especially the big 
cities and megacities of countries in development.  Because of the sizes of their 
cities, large nations such as China, India and Brazil have become a world 
question – the prompt urban and architectonic decisions of these human mega-
aglomerations can influence global environmental questions (Larsson, 2004). 
 
From the Second World War onward, the great world metropolises underwent 
continuous and predatory processes of rise and fall in the value of their centres 
that fragmented and dissolved the existing urban network, altering their 
symbolic referential character and gradually dissolving their sentimental value. 
Urban expansion, which took place with greater intensity after the fifties, 
intensified the process of degradation and neglect of the central areas, replacing 
commercial functions with less profitable activities and their inhabitants with a 
population of lesser purchasing power.  Out of a perception of urban decline in 
the central areas of big cities arose the first ideas of urban intervention in the 
sixties.  The processes that follow are classified by Vargas and Castilho (Vargas, 
Castilho, 2006) in three periods: Urban Renovation, Urban Preservation and 
Urban Reinvention.  The first, Urban Renovation, gives preference to the new 
and follows the precepts of the Athens Charter and modern tabula rasa urbanism 
– examples of this period are European reconstructions after the Second World 
War and the urban renewal processes applied to American cities – Philadelphia, 
Boston and Seattle.   Urban Preservation, which began in 1970, contemplates 
programmes that reinforced the importance of a constructed patrimony as a 
symbolic reference of identity and civic pride, and are influenced by the new 
urbanism of Jane Jacobs, contrary to the modern urban renovation – examples 
are the cities of Paris, London (Docklands) and Salvador (recuperation of the 
Pelourinho area).  This second period encountered its decline in the nineties, 
followed by the period that has predominated up till now, that of Urban 
Reinvention, which comprehends the city on the basis of the reflexes of changes 
in society and technology, of new modes of production and the globalised 
economy.  It is during this latest period that interventions have been made in 
American and European cities that have influenced new concepts related to 
urban actions in central areas, including those in Brazil. 
 
In this process it should be noted that the seventies are fundamental for 
understanding the Brazilian case.  In Europe, the USA and many other countries, 
“modernist” urban theories have been the target of a series of criticisms, marked 
by the ill success of ideas of social reconstruction, that have culminated in the 



 5

decline of the modern movement in theory and in practice. Such criticisms have 
been aimed at the resulting lack of urban dynamics and have exposed the 
negative results of the achievements: the new buildings remain empty and the 
expulsion of residents from the central areas has led to what was subsequently 
called gentrification (Glass, 1963; Smith, 1979; Bidou-Zachariasen, 2006).  The 
dissolution of urban centres has had consequences in various world 
metropolises: the abandonment of housing in central areas, the degradation and 
deterioration of public spaces and patrimony in the form of buildings, urban 
violence, social and spatial marginalisation, building speculation and significant 
damage to the environment. 
 
Also from the seventies onward, certain theses prepared by critics of the modern 
movement have sought to alter the principal current architectonic and urban 
paradigms.  Outstanding among them are the well-known books Death and life 
of great american cities (Jacobs, 1961) and The architecture of the city (Rossi, 
1966).  In spite of the new ideas of Jacobs and Rossi, the direct result of these 
interventions did not succeed in configuring more democratic cities.  The 
principal interventions deriving from these theories were isolated and controlled 
by an elite minority, which emphasised the importance of historical and 
architectonic patrimony as a symbol of collective identity and civic pride 
(Arantes, 1998; Arantes, 2000).  The implantation of these interventions focused 
on different results: the realisation of major undertakings that allied culture to 
consumption and were frequently financed by private initiatives; the concept of 
urban policies to contain the advance of deterioration by means of the insertion 
of housing; the improvement of transport and public paces; the encouragement 
of small businesses and of shared management (or what is called public-private 
partnership) (Arantes, 2000).  Nevertheless, the result of this process was the 
creation of scenarios of an urban rehabilitation that never took place.  The main 
consequences were the privatisation of public spaces and the slow expulsion of 
commerce and local occupants.  Among these consequences, Arantes (2000) 
highlights the start of the process of gentrification and the transformation of 
urban centres into scenarios of an everyday life that is “well polished, clean, 
decorated and transformed into a museum of itself” (Arantes, 2000).   
 
2.1 Urban Reinvention in Brazil 
 

Judging by the contemporary literature consulted on the subject, it is a 
consensus of opinion that strategies of intervention cannot accompany a single 
pre-determined model.  The so-called local conditionings have already been 
mentioned by various authors as being fundamental for success in today’s urban 
interventions (Arantes, 2000; Ascher, 2001; Borja, 2001; Castells, 1993; Meyer, 
2001), an idea that runs counter to modernistic planning theories (“tabula rasa”, 
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plan theory, international style etc.) and is based on the pressing questions of 
contemporary cities.  According to authors such as Ascher (2001) or Borja 
(2001), although similarities may be found is various urban centres – brought 
about by an emerging modernity influenced by parameters of attractiveness of 
world metropolises – it is on the basis of their differences that a sustainable 
intervention project should be founded and developed.  To this end, the 
importance stands out of recognising the real city, the fruit of the disparity 
between town planning and modernisation, utilising for this purpose projects 
that confer urban quality and infrastructure on it, as well as city planning 
instruments for its legalisation (Grimberg, 1994). 
 
These proposals for interventions, which consider the consolidated city, its 
culture and history, would, as we have seen, contradict the more orthodox 
concepts of the Modern Movement related to cities and their evolution – a key 
essential for understanding the process of town planning in Brazil (from Brasília 
to municipal master plans).  Modern town planning has ignored the forms of the 
past in the name of the construction of a new society.  Belief in social 
transformation and architecture as an instrument for the reorganisation of space 
presupposes the need to liquidate the past, making it ever emptier of meaning, 
and the extraordinary valorisation of novelty.  
 
In Brazil, one of the best-known alternatives to predominant modernistic 
planning is found in the projects for requalification of the historical centralities 
that propose to encourage local social diversity.  Starting from the perception of 
the degradation of urban centres and their structural possibilities, various 
projects have been undertaken in cities such as Rio de Janeiro, Porto Alegre and 
Salvador, focusing on questions such as tourism, cultural facilities, historical 
patrimony, public spaces and housing.   In São Paulo, the city that constitutes 
the object of this study, an important process of Urban Reinvention was begun 
in the nineties, its main basis being the reorganisation of the social geography of 
the central region by means of public policies of inclusion, such as the building 
of Social Interest Homes (SIH).  From this period onward, certain public 
administrations have prepared initiatives created for the benefit of the low 
income populations that live, circulate or work in the central region.  
 
3 Public Policies and Social Interest Homes in São Paulo. 
 

Between the years 2001 and 2004, the central region was presented as one of the 
political priorities of the municipal authorities of the city.  A plan, known as 
“Reconstructing the Centre”, was displayed for the area that received support 
from the private sector of the state government.  Among its guidelines was that 
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of expanding residential use and guaranteeing the diversity of functions, as well 
as encouraging town planning actions with social inclusion. 
 
Within the period some initiatives were taken for the adoption of public policies 
suitable for making the balanced reoccupation of the centre feasible: such 
initiatives respect the undeniable vocation of the central region, as historical and 
cultural patrimony encourages its occupation by sectors of municipal and state 
administration, including the transfer to the centre of various secretariats, as well 
as the city hall itself, but take into consideration the need of its consonance with 
the residential sector of different social classes.  With this in mind, the Live in 
the Centre programme is one of the most comprehensive actions in the period – 
it seeks to integrate in one and the same set of strategies diverse technical and 
political mechanisms directed towards housing facilities of social interest. Live 
in the Centre is subdivided into three sub-programmes: the Residential Rental 
Programme (RRP), the Social Location Programme and the Integrated Habitat 
Rehabilitation Programme (IHRP), all of them making use of the public 
financing system.  According to the data of the City Hall, by January 2004 more 
than 1,200 families had already been benefited by this set of programmes. 
 
Also during the 2000-2003 administration, a new Strategic Urban Master Plan 
was approved for São Paulo, which included, amongst other objectives, the clear 
intention to reorganize the city with a more equal social distribution in terms of 
its urban form. One of the guidelines of the Urban Master Plan was the priority 
to reurbanize the downtown region.   The new plan divides the city into two 
macro zones:  that of “Environmental Protection” and that of “Urban Structuring 
and Classification”; the latter being subdivided into four macro areas: “Urban 
Restructuring and Reclassification”, “Urbanization and Classification", 
"Urbanization and Consolidation" and "Consolidated Urbanization".  The city 
center, which is part of the Urban Restructuring and Reclassification macro area, 
is identified as a region in the process of population evacuation and its under-
used urban infrastructure, is still characterized by a high employment rate.  As 
its main objective, the Urban Master Plan sets out to revert the current outlook 
of this macro area. In order to do so it attempts to encourage the implantation of 
Social Housing units (HIS) and intensify their lease or sale through the Popular 
Market Housing Projects (HMP). Parallel actions also aim to improve the 
collective public areas and environment, encourage commerce and services, 
value the conservation of the architectonic heritage and reorganize the public 
transport system and facilities (Strategic Urban Master Plan of São Paulo – Law 
13.430 of 13 September 2002, article 155).  
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Therefore, the idea of a “monument center” is counterpoised by that of a “lively 
center”, where the greatest wealth lies in the heterogeneity of its population, 
culture, commerce, etc.  If public policies and theoretical arguments point 
clearly in this direction, it can also be observed, in recent architectural projects 
for downtown São Paulo, that there has been a displaced reflection of these 
urban and social intentions (Medrano, 2006). Apart from some isolated cases, 
the majority of the architectonic projects executed in the last fifteen years in the 
city still display ties to the out-of-context modernist planning assumptions, or to 
the monumental and isolated ideas supported by the strategies to combine 
culture and capital which have brought very little benefit to the inhabitants of 
the central areas. 
 
4. Slum tenement houses and São Paulo downtown 
 
In the central region of São Paulo the buildings, in general, the abandoned 
buildings have been occupied and turned into slums. The population that lives in 
this kind of dwelling has been rising constantly in the last decades as well as the 
number of empty buildings which represent 30% of the constructions in the 
downtown region. 

 
In the case of São Paulo city, it is possible to say that the slums have always 
been present in urban centers, in a more or less evident way, depending on the 
historic period and the different inhabiting politics and urbanistic instruments 
adopted. The frequency of this kind of living places demonstrates the emphasis 
given to programs of intervention by the different municipal administrations to 
programs of interventions. Piccini (2004) gives prominence to three historic 
moments related to the formation of slums in São Paulo: 

 
1. the slums that came to sight together with the formation and 

structuring of the most popular neighborhoods as dwellings of 
low income populations that filled these neighborhoods and that, 
therefore, were part of the urban complex of the city. The 
neighborhoods of Brás, Cambuci, Pari and Mooca are examples 
of this urban/slum structurations. 

 
2. the slums that came to sight in consequence of a urban 

deterioration of      neighborhoods which were not of interest to 
middle or high class classes; either due to the absence of a 
determined standard of infra-structure and services or, still, the 
need of searching new and more segregated spaces. In such cases 
enormous households were abandoned and re-adapted to be used 
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as slums rooms. Examples of these re-structured dwelling houses 
are the neighborhoods of Santa Ifigênia, Santa Cecília and 
Campos Elíseos. 

 
3. the slums that came to sight in consequence of the devaluation of 

antique real estate buildings and were then abandoned by their 
owners, even in neighborhoods which did not suffer any urban 
deterioration, remaining as residential elements exclusively. 
Examples of this case are the neighborhoods of Aclimação and 
Vila Mariana (Piccini, 2004). 

 
Apart from the historic moment of its origin and together with numberless 
disadvantages noticed in this kind of dwelling (rooms without external windows, 
humidity, infiltrations, etc.), the diversity of living conditions found in these 
spaces must be emphasized, mainly in what respects precariousness, which is 
greatly diverse. Taking into consideration its importance in the urban 
organization of the city, in spite of its adversities, it is also necessary to analyze 
which the advantages found by the inhabitants who submit to living in such 
conditions are. One of the main aspects pointed out is the distance between 
dwelling and work place. The proximity of salary paid work, with or without an 
official document issued by the state to work and the possibility of the 
accomplishment of numerous tasks, such as the selling of countless products on 
the streets of São Paulo, is estimated as fundamental for the remaining of such 
population in the region.  

 
The history of slums in São Paulo city shows that the dwelling of social interest 
in central areas is not a novelty destitute of our tradition and formation. The new 
studies and proposals must take into consideration this peculiar historic 
trajectory, with special attention to the recurrent problems and to their structural 
advantages. Nevertheless, our methods and solutions must be researched – being 
attentive to technological innovations, to new forms of sociability and to the 
urbanity desired to the future of our cities. 
 
 
5. São Vito building 
 
In the context of urban revival politics which aimed at re-organizing São Paulo 
central area in the beginning of this century, one of its most emblematic and 
urban architectural icons – São Vito building – was the purpose of an ambitious 
project. Considered the biggest “vertical slum” of the city, and one of the 
biggest in the whole world, the building sheltered up to 2004 more than 3,000 
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people in extreme precarious conditions. The controversy about its demolition or 
renovation has been going on for decades and is close to a controversial ending 
– its total demolition.  
 
Built in 1959, following the architectural concepts of the Modern Architecture 
of the 1950s, its shape, program and typology asseverate positions that the New 
architecture propagated in national and foreign territories. Sober and functional 
lines, verticality, wide windows in line, diversity of habitation typology and 
multifunctional program are characteristics found in other similar buildings, 
such as Oscar Niemeyer’s Copan and the Le Corbusier’s Inhabitation Units. 
Neighbor to a big urban park, the Don Pedro Park, and to the biggest 
marketplace in the city (The Municipal Park), its 28 floors, with penthouse, 
underground floor and commercial ground floor, confirm one of the most 
divulged proposals of Modern urbanism – the multi-functional verticalization 
associated to big green areas. 
 

 
Image02. Font: httpwww.skyscrapercity.comshowthread.phpt=187831 
 

With approximately 600 inhabitation units, with 24 apartments on each floor, 
the São Vito shelters mostly units called “kitchinets”, with one bedroom and an 
area between 28 and 30 square meters. 
 
Since the beginning of the 1970’s, together with the process of abandonment 
and degradation of the central region of São Paulo city, the building in focus 
suffered a slow and continuing process of deterioration. With its lifts broken and 
its apartments totally occupied by low income tax families, it became an 
example of architectonic, urban and social degradation of the region.   
 
Stimulated by public politics and urban projects of re-urbanization of the region, 
started in the 1990’s, the São Vito building is object, in 2003, of an ample 
project of renovation financed and idealized by the public sector. 
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6. Renovation of the São Vito building 
 
One of the most difficult and important tasks for the beginning of the process of 
revitalization of the São Vito building was the work towards convincing and 
awareness of the population that inhabited the building. Therein, since 2002, 
meetings have been organized aiming at the awareness of the people who live in 
the building which is being renovated and at the identification of the social and 
economic profile of its inhabitants. It was so found out that the São Vito’s 
community was predominantly formed by people with monthly income up to 
three minimum salaries (61, 5%). From the 600 residential units, only 159 were 
inhabited by their owners. Out of this community, practically its majority 
worked downtown (74, 5%). It was also found out that the masculine population 
stood for 54,54% of the total, in opposition to 45,46% of women, although 
38,2% of these were heads of the family, and around 32,8% of the residences 
were occupied by only one person. It is also important to remark that 30,2% of 
this population were under eighteen and 4,6% older than 50 (Diagonal Urbana, 
2003). 
 

Image03.Font: httpsaopauloabandonada.com.bredificio-sao-vito 
 
As from the meetings and the analysis of the residents’ profiles, a discussion 
about the alternatives of intervention in the building got its start. One of the 
presented proposals was the total demolition of the building, with the 
presentation of its pros and cons. Nevertheless, the residents’ and technicians’ 
decision involved in the renovation was pro. In order to make this decision 
possible, the responsibility for the coordination of the projects was handed to the 
Companhia Metropolitana de Habitação (COHAB) and its financing was made 
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feasible by banks and public entities. In 2003 the operation of expropriating 
apartments and stores had its start. The proposal for the trading of the renovated 
units was presented through the PAR – Programa de Arrendamento Residencial 
– one of the most important public politics applied to help the process of 
revitalizing the region. This program of the Caixa Econômica Federal renders 
the renting of resident units for a period of 15 years. After such period, paying 
the equivalent to a monthly payment of around 7% of the real estate value, the 
benefactor can acquire it, diminishing from the total payment the value already 
paid. 
 
Some steps were determined for the definition of the project to renovate the São 
Bito building. Among them are: 
 

1. Implantation, on the ground floor and mezzanine, of a Telecenter (a place 
with free access to the Internet) and a Technical School in Gastronomy, 
together with the Anhembi Morumbi University; 

2. Administrative division of the building into two independent 
condominiums, with 200 inhabiting units each;  

3. Inclusion of a nursery school, in the penthouse, administrated together 
with the Secretaria Municipal de Educação, provided with independent 
elevator and staircase. Besides the nursery school, the project of a 
belvedere was also included. 

 
The project, developed by the office Roberto Loeb’s architects was selected to 
represent Brazil in the 2005 Venice Architecture Biennial. 
 
To render the beginning of works feasible, the evacuation of the building was 
possible thanks to a program of the Secretaria Municipal de Habitação e 
Desenvolvimento Urbano – SEHAB. The program permits, with the resources 
from the Fundo Municipal de Habitação, real estates to be rented for up to 30 
months to families that were taken away from buildings or areas under public 
power, as in the case of the São Vito building. 
 
The families were taken away and allocated in buildings and hotels nearby and 
the whole project of revitalization was completed; nevertheless, with the 
changing of the city hall mayor from a progressive party (Partido dos 
Trabalhadores, PT) to a conservative party (PSDB and DEM), this process was 
abandoned. 
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7. Discussion 
 
The formation of great part of Brazilian cities, mainly of the São Paulo mega 
city, was based on models dictated by the Modern Movement and Athen’s 
Letters.  Its downtown region and growing neighborhoods attended an 
accelerated process of transformation in which, a small colonial village, in less 
than 100 years, changes to be one of the biggest metropolises of the planet. The 
accelerated urbanization changed its landscape, as well as its social geography. 
Its central region, as it happened in other cities around the globe, represents 
these changes in a more evident way: if, on one hand, it keeps alive great part of 
its cultural and architectonic memory, on the other hand it suffers from the 
abandonment of its inhabitants and investors who look for more adequate 
neighborhoods following the demands of the new demands according to the 
post-industrial capitalism. 
 
The re-creation of these spaces, besides representing the adequate optimization 
of the urban infra-structure and public resources, conciliates the maintenance 
and valorization of important symbolic values implicit to the understanding of 
the cities as democratic, public, heterogeneous, multicultural and sustainable 
spaces. The São Vito building, one of the most emblematic pieces of this 
process, turned out to be a singular object for the understanding of the political 
and social conflicts of this process. 
 
The project accomplished by the Dutch architect Rem Koolhaas in 2000 is an 
example of its importance. His project was concerned only with the implantation 
of a sophisticated system of elevators. From this “infra structural” impulse, the 
re-organization or building renovation, according to Koolhaas, would follow 
naturally. The proposal of simulated architecture through the overcoming of its 
formal paradigm – treated in the correlation between program and infra-structure 
-, one of the theoretical matrices mostly spread by the architect. 
 
The project developed by the architect Roberto Loeb, more realistic, has 
fundaments consolidated by urban projects and public politics implemented 
successfully in several parts of the world. It has to do with the reorganization of 
its internal spaces, including another option of condominium administration 
(such problem is already known in these big inhabiting buildings) and, at the 
same time, it emphasizes the symbolic and real desire of keeping the local 
population – the opposite of the known processes of gentrification. 
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In disagreement with architects, urbanists, geographers and politicians who 
idealized more democratic and heterogeneous cities (social and economically), 
the São Vito building will probably be demolished.  
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